P.O. Bog 946
Albuny, OR 97321

Phone: (541}9289147

NELSON & MacNELL, PC.
Attorneys at Law

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY OF MARION
CASE NO. Ol 15281

6
. JARED GRAFMYER

. Plainfiff,

)
)
)
)
0 vs. ;
\ WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT ) COMPLAINT
® SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC, ) (Negligence, Breach of Confidential
y WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT ) Relatonship, Intentional Infliction of
SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, INC. )} Severc Emotional Distress)
)
)
)
)

12 and LANCASTER CONGREGATION

OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, Not subject to Mandatory Arbitration
B Defendants. Jury Triad Requested
1 Plaintiff alleges:
2 COMMON FACTS
1 1,
7 Plaintiff JARED GRAFMYER is a resident of Port Lavaca, Calhoun County,
‘R'I'exas.
19 5
20 Defendant Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc, a
21

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York, with

22 '
offices at 25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York 11201-2483, has conducted

23
business within the State of Oregon through its officers, agents, and servants.

24

25
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! 3.
Z Defendant Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, a corporation
3 organized and existing under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania, with offices at

1630 Spring Run Road Extension, Coraopalis, Pennsylvania 15108, has conducted

3 business within the State of Oregon through its officers, agents, and servants.
6 3,
7

Defendant Lancaster Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses is an entity that

& carries out the functions and responsibilities of the Watchtower Bible and Tract

9 Society of New York, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, and
10 the “Governing Body” in Marion County, Oregon. Defendant Lancaster Congregation
H of Jehovah’s Witnesses has its office/ principal place of business at 4795 Macleay Road
12 5E, Salem, Oregon, 97301.

13 5,

1¢ The Defendant eatities are collectively referred to hercin as the “Watchtower

' Defendants”. All operate as a single business enterprise.

16 6.

17 , . . L
Venue is proper in Marion County, Oregon, because some of the acts or
|F. S . . . . . .
omissions that give rise to Plaintiff’s claims occurred in Marion County and because

19 . o AL . .
Defendant Lancaster Congregation of Jehovah's Witnosses, does business in that

county,

21 7.

22 : . . i X
The Watchtower Defendants comprise a hicrarchical organization made up of

23 . -
different corporations and other entities. The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of

24 : W
New York is the parent organization of al} entitics of Jehovah's Witnesses in the
25
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i United States. The “Governing Body” establishes policies and dictates practices for
2 [ehovah’'s Witnesses throughout the world, and operates through various corporate
3 entities including the Watchtower Bible and Tract Sociuty of Pennsylvania.

4 Local entities are led by officers called Elders and Ministerial Servants who are
3 appointed by the Guverning Body and/or the Watchiower Bible and Trace Society of
New York. Elders and Ministerial Servants are agents of the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of New York and the Governing Body. Elders and Ministenial Servants
& at all times conduct themselves in the scope and authority of their appointed
9 positions, which is defined by the Governing Body and the Watchtower Society, and
10 at all times Elders and Ministerial Servants are under their authority.

B 8

12 Jerry Anderson Crabb was appointed Ministerial Servant in the Lancaster
13 Cerigregation of Jechovah's Wimesses by the Governing Body and/ or the Watchtower
' Bible and Tract Society of New York. A Ministerial Servant is an agent of the
'S Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, the Governing Body and the other
'® Watchtower Defendants.

17 9

8 A Ministerial Servant is held out by the Watchtower Defendants to be a person
9 ot good character and responsibility and a person one can trust to supervise minor
O children. Parents within the Watchtower orgamzation are encouraged to view
2! Ministerial Servants as role models for theic children. Children within the

22 . - .
organization are taught to look up te and respect Ministerial Servants,

23///
24

25

Page 3 Complanit
Grafmyer v. Watchlower Bible anc Trart Sociery of New York, Inc., etal.



PO Bos 946
Alhany, OR 97321
Plione: (541)9289147

NELSON & MacNELL, PC.
Attomeys at Law

i 10.

+J

Jerry Anderson Crabb was a pedophile whoe had sexually abused a child in

3 early 1964. He was convicted or pled guilty. Nevertheless, he was appointed

4 Ministerial Servant and allowed to occupy a leadership position in the Lancaster
3 Congregation.

6 11.

7 In approximately 1991, Crabb used the “position of trust” that his status as
! Ministerial Servant represented and conferred, to develop a relabonship with Jared
9 Gratmyer, age 8, but he betrayed that trust by sexually abusing Plaintiff on multiple
10 hecasions.

H 12,

12

Crabb used Lancaster Congregation meetings at their facility called Kingdom
'3 Hall as opportunilies to get to know Jared Grafmyer; he brought presents to the

MKingdﬂm Hall to give lo Jared and he “groomed” Jared so that Crabb could

s subsequently molest and abuse him.,

16 13.

17 Elders in the Lancaster Congregation who knew or should have known thal
'8 Crabb had a history of being a pedophile watched as Crabb developed Lhe close

Ly
! )relationship with Jared Grafmyer that would allow Crabb to sexuvally exploit Jared.

20 4.

2 :
! Although elders knew or should have known about Crabb’s past, they failed to

) ] )
warn Jared's mother that her son was being stalked by a sexual predator or take any
L . .
action to prevent the foresceable abuse.
24

15
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15.

Atfter Crabb’s abuse of Jared Grafmyer came Lo light, elders of the Lancaster

Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses instructed Jared Grafmyer’s mother not to tell

the police.

16.

Jared's father ignored that instruction and reported the erime to police, which

resuiled in Crabb's confession and conviction.

COUNT L: NEGLIGENCE

17.

Plaintiff realleges paragraphs 1 through 16 above.

18.

The Watchtower Defendants were nepligent in one or more of the following
Bhg b

particulars and that negligence has been a substantial contributing factor to the

1% dama gos sustained by Plaintiff Jared Grafmyer ag altepod below:

15

16

P;’EEC 5

a.

Despite the fact that the Watchtower Defendants knew, or should have
known, of Jerry Anderson Crabb’s history of pedophilia, they
negligently appointed him to the office of Ministerial Servant when they
knew or should have known that he would be allowed unsupervised
access to minor children in the course and scope of his duties;

Despite the fact that the Watchtower Defondants knew, or should have
known, of Jerry Anderion Crabl's history of pedophilia, they failed to
warn Plaintiff, or his family, of Crably's histary of sexually abusing

children;

Complaint
Grafmyer v. Watcltower Bible and 1ract Society of few York, Ine, ot al.
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i C. Despite the fact that the Watchiower Defendants kKnew, or shautd have

z known, of Jercy Anderson Crabb's history of pedophilia, they
3 negligently permitted him to be alone with children, including Maintiff,
4 at their property and at their organized cvents;

5 d. The Watchlower Defendants negligunly failed Lo suporvise Crabb
6 despite their actuat or construclive knowledpe that he posed a potential
7 and foreseeable danger to children.

R 1his ncgligence resulted in severe and permanent emolional distress, embarrassmoent,
9

shame and physical harm to Plaintitf, all to hix ecoromic damage in the amount of

10 $25,000, and to his noneconomic damage in the ampunt of $3,000,000.

H COUNT IJ: BREACH OF CONFIDENITAL RELATIONSHIP
12 19.

3 Plaintiff realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 above,

He 20.

i5

Crabb used his position of Ministerial Servant te create a confidential

6 relationship between himself and Jared Grafmyer. The Ministerial Servant position is

7 one of trust and confidence to members of a Jehovah's Witness organization.
¢ Orpanization members know thal a Ministerial Servant has been appointed by the
" Coverning Body and the Watchtower Sodiety and, thercfore, is deemed to be worthy
¢ of trust. Parents are encouraged to enteust the welfare of their children to those such

21 . : .. . N c g -
as Crabb, with appointed positions of authority within the organization.  Crabb

oo ) - , .
musused s position of trust to obtain access to, and sexually abusde, Jared Grafmyer.

23 . - . ]
As described below, the Watchtowor Defendants arc hable for thotr conduct under the
4 . .
doctrine of respondeat superior.
25

Page o Complaint
Crafmyer v. Watchlower Bible and Tracl Socioby of New Yark, ine, et al.



&)
& i~
Bz ax
L) s A
A h P
TR obdt-
Mo EE
E%QO:E
2i522
L=t p €
oL F8
\a o
m
Z

This breach of conlidential relationship resulled in severe, permanent

38

emotional distress, embarrassment, shamo and phy=ical harm to Plaintiff, a1l 1o hix

ecoriomic damage i the amount of $25,000, and 1o bis noneconomic damage in the

£

amount of %3,000,000..

3 COUNT L INFENTIONAL INFLICTION OF SEVERE EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
b 21.

7 Plaintiff realleges paragraphs 1 throagh 20 above

8 22.

9

Crabb’s achions exeeeded the limits of socal Loleration and were done with the
Vo knowledge that they would cause Jared Grafmyey grave distress, which they have in
" fact caused, Accordingly, Crabb's conduet constitutes the lort of “intentional
12 imfliction of emotional distress.” Az described below, the Watchtower Defendants are
'3 fiable for such conduct under the doctrine of respondead saperior, all to Phaimtiff's

 honeconamir dama go of $3,000,000.

15 COUNT IV: INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF SEVERE EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
BY WATCHTOWER DEFENI2ANTS

16

17 23

8 Plaintiff realleges paragraphs T duough 22 abave.,

19 24,

20 The Watchtower Defendant’s actions exceed the Himils of social toleralion and

5y were done with the knowledge that they would cause fored Gratmyer grave distress,
o2 which they have in fact caused.  Accordingly, the actons of the Watchtower
2y Pefendants constitute the taet of “intentional tntliction of severe emolional distress”
24 all to Plaimntrt's nopeconomic damage of $3,000,000,

25
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' WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgnent apainst the Walchtower

Defendants individually, jointly, and severally, for cconomic damages of $25,000,

non-econamic damages of $L000,000. plus costs and dishnrsements herein, and for

ETSONB MucNFEIL |

Lo ,49;Q>F
7 lames < (. Nelson OSB #7423
f ARorneys tor Plaintifl

2
3
4 whatever additional relie! the Court duems just and equitahle.
R DATED this 1st day ot June, 200%.
6
g
g /o
L
9 .

SUBMITTED BY:

James (G, Nelson OSB #74230
% Nelson & MacNeil, P.C.

0. Box Y46
‘I Albany, OR 97321

(547) 9289147 -Office

(541) 928-3621-Fax
3 pilaw@proaxis.com

OF ATTORNEYS I'OR PLAINTIFE;

Grepory 5. Love, Esgisire
Lave & Norris

314 Mam Strecd, Suite 300
Port Worth, Texas 7102
{817} T32-7100-Office
(8173 732-7101-Fax
gstove@airmail net

15

16

'8 Hartley Hampton, Esquire

o Fibich, Tampton & Leebron

1401 MeKinney, Suile 1300

20 Houston, Texas 7701
{712) 753 -0025-O)ffice

5y 713-751-003)-Fax

© hhampion@THT-Law.com

22

23
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